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Passed Legislature - 2006 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Educati on (originally sponsor ed by
Representatives Hal er, Talcott and McCune)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to local control of student assessnments in grades
three, five, six, and eight to neet federal requirenents for
Washi ngton' s academ ¢ assessnment system and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) Before the beginning of the 2006-07
school year, the superintendent of public instruction shall request
flexibility fromthe United States departnent of education to conduct
a pilot project with a |limted nunber of |ocal school districts
regarding the academ c assessnents admnistered for the purpose of
conplying wwth P.L. 107-110, the no child left behind act of 2001. The
superintendent shall request the flexibility to pilot, with no nore
than six school districts and for a specified length of tine, an
assessnment ot her than the Washi ngton assessnent of student learning in
grades three, five, six, and eight for reading and mathemati cs. The
purpose of the pilot project is to determne whether a different
assessnent provides greater local control and flexibility while
mai ntai ning the testing standards and continuity of student performnmance
measur enent expected by the federal |aw.
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(2) In selecting the assessnent for the pilot project and
devel oping the request for flexibility, the superintendent of public
instruction shall work with |ocal school directors, district and school
adm ni strators, teachers, principals, other school staff, and parents.
All districts in the pilot project shall use the sane assessnent.

(3) School districts in the pilot project shall be of varying sizes
and geographic | ocations, including urban, suburban, and rural areas,
and shall enrol | ethnically and economically diverse student
popul ati ons.

(4) If the request for flexibility is granted, the superintendent
shall revise the Washington state accountability plan required under
section 1111 of P.L. 107-110 to incorporate the pilot project into the
pl an, and school districts participating in the pilot project shall not
be required to adm ni ster the WAshi ngton assessnent of student |earning
in grades three, five, six, and eight in reading and mat hematics during
the pilot project. At the end of the pilot project, the superintendent
shal | eval uate whether the assessnent under the pilot project can be
used on a statewi de basis to conply with P.L. 107-110 and shall forward
findings and recommendations to the legislature and to the United
St ates departnent of educati on.

Passed by the House February 9, 2006.

Passed by the Senate March 2, 2006.

Approved by the Governor March 22, 2006.
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